In Watertown, Rumored Skeleton
Lurks Not in Closet but in Cellar

By JANICE BATTISTA

WATERTOWN—State law has it that
if you're buying a house, the seller
must tell you whether the roof leaks,
the septic system has failed or termites™
are gnawing through the wood. But if
there’s an old farmhand buried in the
basement, sellers can remain mum.

That’s what a family is learning after
purchasing an 18th-century farmhouse
on Nova Scotia Hill Road that is
rumored to be the final resting place of
one Levi Peck.

Pall to Wall

Town officials were notified this
week that Peck, said to have been a
worker on the farm, died one winter
day in the early 1800's and was buried
in the cellar because the frozen ground
outdoors could not be opened for a
grave. Town officials, the town histori-
an and the director of a local funeral
home are now trying to determine if
Peck is indeed embedded in the ground,
or just his tombstone.

“It was not unheard of back then'to
use old, discarded tombstones in your
foundation wall,” Town Manager
Charles O’Connor said. “That may or
may not be the case here.”

Last month, Pedro Francisco and his
cousin Armando Rodriguez, who live in
Prospect, bought the 1750 farmhouse
on 23 acres for $234,900- from Alice
Zuraitis, a widow. The new owners
have applied for a permit to demolish
the weather-beaten structure and plan to
seek the town’s approval to build a 10-
or 12-lot subdivision on the land, across
from Veteran's Park, said Christina
Francisco, Mr. Francisco’s wife.

Historical Value

A town ordinance requires a 60-day
delay in the demolition of properties
that are at least 75 years old, to allow
interested parties time to inspect them

for historical value. The town historian,
Florence Crowell, and Hobart Van
Deusen, an avid preservationist, are the
only residents who have registered to be
notified of such demolitions. They
investigated the exterior of the property
last week and concluded there was no
reason to oppose the demolition, Mrs.
Crowell said. “As far as I'm con-
cerned, it was done,” the historian ex-
plained on Tuesday.

But then she got a call from Susan
Zuraitis, a member of the large Zuraitis

Continued on Page Ten
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